
 

A Career in GP
Anything but prescriptive. Be a GP.



“Without a doubt, what I have come to love 
most about being a GP, are my patients 

and their individual stories and journeys in 
understanding and improving their health.

The coveted work-life balance, the variability 
in skill sets and knowledge that a GP can tap 

into and the diversity in patient populations 
that GPs have access to treating. Having that 

balance is critical to enjoying our work in 
healthcare as doctors.

As GPs, you choose how you want to practice, 
to be the kind of doctor you want to be.”

Dr Yan Zhuang 
WAGPET GP Registrar

WAGPET  A Career in General Practice     32     WAGPET A Career in General Practice



Be a GP in Western Australia 
General practice is a highly diverse and unique discipline that 
combines rigorous scientific training with relationship-based 
philosophy, placing it at the very centre of an effective health 
care system.
Don’t let the ‘general’ in ‘general practitioner’ fool you. GPs are specialists. Like all 
medical specialists, to be a GP takes an extended period of specialised training. 
To practise independently as a GP in Australia, you need to achieve a fellowship in 
general practice training. 

Fellowship signifies that a GP has been assessed as competent across the core 
skills of general practice, enabling him or her to practise safely and unsupervised 
in Australia.

The best pathway to fellowship is on the Australian General Practice Training (AGPT) 
program, currently facilitated by nine regional training organisations across Australia.

WA General Practice Education and Training (WAGPET) is one of those regional 
training organisations and the provider of the AGPT program in WA, offering registrars 
the real-world experience, insights and knowledge needed to become the best GPs 
they can be. 

Offered through two colleges, the Australian College of Rural and Remote Medicine 
(ACRRM) and the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners (RACGP), 
the program WAGPET facilitates consists of either three or four years of full-time, 
on-the-job training with the opportunity to practise medicine in urban, other metro, 
rural and remote locations. The program can also be completed part-time.

When can I apply?
If general practice is the perfect fit for you, you can apply during your first 
post-graduate year (PGY1) while undertaking your hospital internship and, 
if accepted, you could commence training in your second post-graduate 
year (PGY2). 
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Australian College of Rural 
and Remote Medicine 
Training through the AGPT program towards fellowship with 
Australian College of Rural and Remote Medicine (ACRRM) 
provides you with a broad set of procedural and specialist 
clinical training. 
This training will enable you to confidently manage the diverse range of health issues 
and challenges of rural and remote medicine.

The ACRRM training program is four years of training in rural and remote locations. 
The program is divided into core clinical training, primary rural and remote training 
and advanced specialised training.

ACRRM – FACRRM

Core Clinical Training Primary Rural and 
Remote Training

Advanced Specialised 
Training

12 months 24 months 12 months

Accredited hospital, 
ideally:

• general medicine
• general surgery
• emergency medicine
• paediatrics
• obstetrics and 

gynaecology
• anaesthetics.

Accredited posts:

• general practices
• hospitals
• Aboriginal medical 

services
• retrieval services

– min. six months in 
primary/community 
care

– min. 12 months rural/
remote experience

– min. six months in 
hospital/emergency 
care.

One of 11 disciplines:

• Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander health

• academic practice
• adult internal medicine
• anaesthetics
• emergency medicine
• mental health
• obstetrics and 

gynaecology
• paediatrics
• population/health
• remote medicine
• surgery (two years).

FACRRM – four years
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Advanced Specialised Training 
Your final component of ACRRM training is 12 months of 
Advanced Specialised Training (AST). 
During your AST terms, you can choose to work in one of 11 disciplines to broaden 
your skills and capacity beyond the standard scope of GP training.

A fellowship targeting rural and remote medicine

Advanced Specialised Training

ACRRM require a 12 month minimum training commitment in the Advanced 
Specialised Training disciplines. Advanced training broadens your skills and 
capacity in a specialist discipline of GP training, including:

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander health

Obstetrics and 
gynaecology (DRANZCOG 
Advanced)

Academic practice Paediatrics

Adult internal medicine Population health

Anaesthetics (JCCA) Remote medicine

Emergency medicine Surgery (24 months)

Mental health
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Royal Australian College 
of General Practitioners 
The Royal Australian College of General Practitioners 
(RACGP) is Australia’s largest professional general practice 
organisation, representing urban and rural GPs. 
A fellowship with the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners (RACGP) 
will equip you with the skills and knowledge you need to practise as a general 
practitioner in both metropolitan and rural areas.

The RACGP training program involves three years of training on a general or 
rural pathway. The program is divided into hospital time, general practice training 
and extended skills training. The RACGP also offer registrars the optional fourth year 
of rural and remote training.

RACGP – FRACGP

Hospital training time FRACGP FARGP – Advanced Rural 
Skills Training

12 months 24 months 12 months

Accredited hospital, 
ideally:

• general medicine
• general surgery
• emergency medicine
• paediatrics.

Accredited posts:

• general practices in 
metropolitan and outer-
metropolitan areas

• includes six months GP 
or non-GP extended 
skills.

• Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander health

• adult internal medicine
• anaesthetics
• emergency medicine
• mental health
• obstetrics and 

gynaecology
• palliative care
• population/health
• Royal Flying Doctor 

Service
• small town GP/remote
• surgery (two years).

FRACGP – three years FARGP – four years
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Extended Skills and Advanced 
Rural Skills Training
While training towards fellowship with the RACGP, six months 
of your general practice terms will be spent in Extended Skills. 
The Extended Skills term is a training requirement that gives you the opportunity 
to further develop your general practice skills, or develop new skills by working in 
a specialty area of your choice. You have many options to choose from for your six 
month Extended Skills term, please see the table on page 9 for more information.

FARGP is a qualification awarded by the RACGP in addition to the vocational 
fellowship (FRACGP). The FARGP is an extra year of training that aims to 
develop advanced rural skills and broaden options for safe, accessible 
and comprehensive care for Australians in rural, remote and very 
remote communities.
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A fellowship in general practice

Extended Skills Advanced Rural Skills Training

Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander health*

FARGP involves 12 months of 
Advanced Rural Skills Training in an 
accredited training facility. You may 
choose from areas such as:

Academic post Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander health

Coronary care
 

Adult internal medicine

Dermatology Anaesthetics (JCCA)

Drug and alcohol Emergency medicine

Family planning General practice

General practice* Obstetrics (DRANZCOG 
Advanced)

Medical administration Paediatrics

Occupational health Palliative care

Sports medicine Small town rural general 
practice

Travel medicine Surgery

Women’s health 
services Mental health 

*Please note Extended Skills in ATSI health or general practice can only be undertaken after 
completing the first three terms of training (GPT1-3).
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Training in Western Australia
The WAGPET program provides a very broad range of 
experienced practices and supervisors across the state.
We assist you to choose practices that provide you with the mentoring, support and 
guidance you need. 

All of our facilities are accredited to deliver training with ACRRM and/or RACGP. 
These facilities have at least one (or more) accredited GP supervisors; inspirational 
mentors who are passionate about imparting their knowledge and inspiring the next 
generation of GPs.

The full list of WAGPET’s accredited training facilities is viewable on the Facility Finder 
page on the WAGPET website. 

Australian 
Defence 

Force training 
facilities

Aboriginal  
Medical 
Services 
training 
facilities

General 
practice 
training 
facilities

Hospital  
training 
facilities

Speciality 
practice 

(including 
speciality 
hospital 

units) training 
facilities
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Perth East

Perth South

Perth 
North

Perth

Pilbara

Mid West

Perth

Peel

Goldfields/Esperance

Central 
Wheatbelt

Great 
Southern

South West

7

15

7

15

11

28

11

22

12

24

2

17

10
29

11

13

34
52

9

28

25
56

6

19

(excludes hospital/non-GP)

As reported in WAGPET Annual Report 2017/18

77 125 151

68 123 126

37 68 60

289
511

498 Total GP registrar 
placements across WA*
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For further information about the AGPT program, please contact WAGPET on  
gpcareers@wagpet.com.au, or (08) 9473 8200 or visit the WAGPET website.

This information is subject to change. Always check the ACRRM, AGPT and RACGP 
websites for the most up-to-date information.
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